NADIR   SHAH
made what capital they could out of the fact that
Nadir Shah had been War Minister in the Govern-
ment of the hated Amanullah.
From this it was easy to suggest, and to emphasize
with manufactured evidence, that Nadir Shah was
there in the interests of the ex-king, and that his real
purpose was to re-establish Amanullah on the throne.
This was clever propaganda, and for a time it bore
fruit. Wherever the Marshal showed his face he was
greeted with marked hostility, and it was necessary
for him to preach, and to declare to these ignorant
people that his sole aim was to rescue them and the
country from the remorseless grip of a tyrant
Every day, and at every halt, it became incumbent
upon him to insist that he himself belonged to no
party, and that he was a soldier first and foremost.
Furthermore he emphasized that if and when he
succeeded in driving out Bacha, he would leave the
question of who should rule to the nation itself. He
promised that representatives from all parts of the
country should gather in Grand Assembly to elect
a king. It was no easy task to convince a people
who were accustomed to the despotic, and some
tribes indeed remained unconvinced until the end,
preferring the ignoble rule of Bacha to the return of
Amanullah*
The mere fact that Nadir refused to make a
personal bid for the throne lent colour to the belief
entertained by some that he was acting in consort
and on behalf of the discredited Amanullah who,
by running away, had committed the unforgivable
Afghan sin, There was, however, no need to fear